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Emotion Timeline Scenarios

1. On his 13th birthday, Desmond comes  
 home after school. He’s feeling a bit low  
 because no one wished him happy birthday  
 during the day at school. When he opens  
 the door and walks into his house, suddenly 
 his whole family and a lot of his friends 
 shout “SURPRISE!” He looks around and 
 sees they have planned a big party for him.

2. Imani sees a group of girls she doesn’t  
 know playing a game that looks interesting.  
 “Can I join you?” she asks. “Of course!”  
 they say, and invite her over.

3. During recess, a classmate with muddy  
 shoes steps on Marianne’s foot, dirtying  
 her brand new shoes. Her family doesn’t 
 have much money, but her father had  
 bought her these shoes just last week as  
 a present.  

4. Leonard loves his little sister Lisa very much.  
 Lisa has been teased badly at school. One  
 day, Leonard sees a kid the same age as his  
 sister being teased during lunch and  
 Leonard feels his chest tighten.

5. Kimball is very excited for a trip his family  
 is going on to see relatives. A few days  
 before they are supposed to leave, his  
 parents tell him that the trip has been  
 canceled and they aren’t going, but they  
 don’t explain why. 

6. Walking to school each day, Lewis passes  
 a man asking for money for food. One day  
 Lewis sees that the man has a crutch and  
 a cast on his leg. Lewis feels tears come  
 to his eyes. He brings his mother to the  
 man and they give the man several 
 sandwiches and water.  

7. Michelle’s parents have been arguing  
 lately. This morning on her way out of  
 the door, she heard her dad say he’s  
 going to work late tonight. She’s never 
 heard him say that before, so she is not  
 sure what that means and she notices  
 a chill go through her body.

8. Carlos’s group of close friends are used  
 to going to the movies every Friday night. 
 This Friday, though, Carlos’s mom says  
 it’s getting too expensive so he can’t go 
 with them. He has to stay at home, 
 knowing his friends are at the movies.
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